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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 093102 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OTRA, VT, VS 

SUBJECT: POPE PAUL RECEIVES VIET CONG DELEGATION 
REF: ( A) ROME 3781 ( B) ROME 2703 ( C) STATE 64695 

(D) STATE 51556 

1. BELIEVE WE SHOULD NOT LET MAY 12 RECEPTION BY POPE 
PAUL OF PRG REPS HIEU AND LOC PASS WITHOUT EXPRESSION OF 
USG CONCERN. AT THE VERY LEAST, VATICAN ( AND OTHER PARTIES) 
MAY BE GIVEN FALSE IMPRESSION THAT USG NO LONGER CONCERNED 
BY SUCH VIET CONG ATTEMPTS AT GAINING INCREASED STATUS. 

2. THEREFORE, EVEN THOUGH WE HAD BEEN WARNED SUCH A MEETING 
INEVITABLE, REQUEST YOU TAKE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO 

SUPPORT GVN DEMARCHE AND AGAIN MAKE POINTS REFS C AND D. 

YOU MAY UNDERLINE OUR UNHAPPINESS OVER VATICAN RECEPTION 
OF VIET CONG AND STRESS OUR VIEW THAT " OBLIGATION" TO 
SHOW EVIDENCE OF BALANCE DOES NOT REQUIRE DEFERENCE TO 
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FACTION IN ARMED DISSIDENCE AGAINST LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN ULTERIOR POLITICAL MOTIVES ARE SO CLEARLY 
EVIDENT. 

3. REGARDING LATTER POINT, FOLLOWING IS EXCERPT FROM 
EMBASSY SAIGON' S MISSION WEEKLY MAY 9-15, JUST RECEIVED 



HERE: BEGIN QUOTE: 

HANOI MEDIA REPORTED BROADLY THE PAPAL AUDIENCE GRANTED 
TO CHIEF VIET CONG NEGOTIATOR NGUYEN VAN HIEU ON 
MAY 12. A VIET- NAM NEWS AGENCY ( VNA) DESPATCH ON MAY 14 
SAID THAT HIEU GAVE THE POPE A COPY OF THE VIET CONG' S 
6- POINT PROPOSAL AND REPORTED THAT THE POPE, FOR HIS 
PART, " EXPRESSED SYMPATHY” FOR THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, 
PLEDGING HIMSELF " TO STIMULATE MORE ACTIVELY THE TENDEN- 
CIES FOR PEACE AND CONCORD." HIEU ALSO " REPORTED" TO THE 
POPE THE " SERIOUS VIOLATIONS" OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
BY THE US AND GVN. A HANOI RADIO BROADCAST THE DAY BEFORE 
SAID THAT THE POPE " HIGHLY EVALUATED THE VICTORY IN THE 
SIGNING OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT." 

COMMENT: THE COMMUNISTS HAVE TWO GOALS IN MIND IN 
PRESSING FOR AND PUBLICIZING THEIR CONTACTS WITH THE 
VATICAN. FIRST, THEY WANT TO STRENGTHEN THEIR IMAGE INTER- 
NATIONALLY AND TO BATHE IN THE GLOW OF RESPECTABILITY 
WHICH SUCH CONTACTS AFFORD. SECOND, THEY WANT TO PERSUADE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE CATHOLICS, WHO ARE BASICALLY ANTI- COM- 
MUNISTS, THAT THE HOLY SEE REGARDS THE VIET CONG NO LESS 
FAVORABLY THAN THE GVN. INTERESTINGLY, A MAY 14 
EDITORIAL IN THE INDEPENDENT BUDDHIST SAIGON DAILY DAN - 
SONG ALSO SPOKE OF THE NEED FOR A CHANGE IN THE POLICY 
OF THE VATICAN AND CATHOLICS IN VIET- NAM. " FROM 1954 UP 
TO THE PRESENT," THE EDITORIAL CLAIMED, " THE CATHOLICS' 

STAND IS VERY CLEAR: TO SUPPORT THE UNITED STATES IN TERMS 
OF STRATEGY AND TACTICS AS WELL AS DIPLOMACY AND POLITICS." 
SINCE US POLICY HAS CHANGED, POLICIES OF THE VATICAN AND 
VIETNAMESE CATHOLICS " MUST CHANGE ACCORDINGLY". AS ONE 
INDICATION THAT THE VATICAN' S POLICY MAY HAVE 
CHANGED, THE EDITORIAL CITES THE FACT THAT " THE VATICAN 
HAS IN TURN RECEIVED THE CONCERNED VIETNAMESE PARTIES", 
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I. E„ PRESIDENT THIEU LAST MONTH AND LAST WEEK NGUYEN 
VAN HIEU. END QUOTE RUSH 



CONFIDENTIAL 

NMAFVVZCZ 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 MAY 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE093102 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: RJROSENBERG: FCC 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS ROGERS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730547/aaaajjxp.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 73 ROME 3781 , 73 ROME 2703, 73 STATE 51 556, 73 STATE 64695 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04-Dec-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <25 FEB 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 980219 

Subject: POPE PAUL RECEIVES VIET CONG DELEGATION 

TAGS: OTRA, VS, VT 

To: ROME 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




